
amount of “messing around”—exploring 

what would happen if you did this or that. 

     That is the way it is with your child.  

Kids are learning new things all the time, 

and they need the freedom to try new 

things without worrying about the product. 

     Luckily, young children tend to be more 

involved with the process or the doing than 

they are with the end product or results.  

That is why your child may draw all after-

noon yet still not be able to tell you what 

he drew.  And why one child can pour rice 

back and forth between pitchers all day 

long, and another will string and unstring 

beads every day for a week. 

     It is hard for us adults to look beyond 

the product of an activity and see what 

the child is learning from the process.  

Perhaps he’s learning coordination or 

beginning writing skills or making dis-

coveries about triangles or gravity.  He’s 

certainly finding out that doing for one’s 

self is very satisfying—and that builds 

confidence. 

     Be patient.  Allow your child the time 

to grow and learn through the various 

processes that are part of the task.  Enjoy 

watching his or her involvement.  Later, 

we all can be proud of the product. 

      

     As adults, we are concerned with the 

outcomes or the product of our efforts.  

We want the report to look nice, the 

cookies to taste great, or the hedges to be 

perfectly straight.  We participate in few 

activities just for the fun of doing them. 

     In part this is because we are not still 

learning how to do most of these activi-

ties.  But do you remember when you 

learned how to play tennis or golf? Or 

use a new computer program? In the be-

ginning you needed to do a certain 

Process and Product 

have a natural ear for melody, rhythm, and 

other musical elements; spatially oriented 

children enjoy reading maps and exploring 

how mechanical devices work.  Other chil-

dren are more at home using their linguistic 

aptitude—telling stories, playing with words, 

and reciting tongue twisters.  Strong logical-

mathematical intelligence shows up not only 

in math aptitude but in enjoyment of games 

and problems requiring logic and reasoning.  

Children who learn best when they are mov-

ing and handling things rely on their bodily-

kinesthetic intelligence.  An affinity for the 

natural world and its creatures stands out in 

children with a naturalistic mode of intelli-

gence.  Finally, children who make friends 

easily and have plenty of “street smarts” are 

interpersonal naturals, while quiet thinkers 

and strong-willed debaters shine in the more  

       “He has a low IQ.” 

       “She’s very intelligent.” 

     Sometimes we talk as though intelli-

gence were a single commodity that peo-

ple have in a greater or lesser supply.  

Yet we see all around us adults and chil-

dren who are very smart in math but not 

at all good with words, musically gifted 

but klutzy on the athletic field, and so on.  

Most of us, in fact, struggle with some 

tasks and sail through others. 

     Educators now know more about this 

variety in individuals’ “intelligences”—

the modes we use to interact with the 

world—thanks to the work of psycholo-

gist Howard Gardner.  Seven of these 

intelligences are described by Gardner. 

     Children with a musical intelligence 

More Than One Kind of Smart 

Check out the updates on our class Wiki page: http://pre-kscribbler.weebly.com  

internal, re-

flective in-

trapersonal 

mode.  

     All of us 

have preferred 

modes of intel-

lectual func-

tioning.  At the 

same time, we need to use each of the 

modes in one situation or another.  

Recognizing the various ways that 

children think and learn, teachers can 

help children both to use their individ-

ual strengths and to become more 

adept in learning modes that are not 

their strong point. 

The Reading Area 
     Our reading area is full of wonderful books that children love and learn from.  We have a good  

collection ourselves, and we are always bringing in fresh books from the library. 

     Children have the opportunity to slowly leaf through good books that have been read to them, look at the 

pictures, examine the print on the page, and “read” to someone else.  These experiences create a love of books that helps children 

become eager, and eventually proficient, readers.  

     The quiet, comfy atmosphere of the reading area gives children a pleasant place to escape from the noisy, vibrant classroom.  This 

is a place for kids to rest, and to have some time alone. 

     We continually look for quality books to add to our reading area.  Let us know if you have any suggestions of books to add or if 

you would like to donate a book or help get good books from the library. 

     To instill a love of reading and to expand your child’s vocabulary, read to your child at home!  Be a partner with us in instilling a 

love for books in your children. 

http://pre-kscribbler.weebly.com/

